FOREWORD

delusion is one of the reasons why we are where we are, and why so
many are no more.

In conclusion be it said that neither have the authors builded their
monument of learning, nor have I inscribed it, for the pleasure of
pillorying Germany. We have a higher motive than pleasure. A
great effort is being made to obscure the real issue of this war. The
menace to be faced is not Nazism but Militarism, the Germany that
has been and is still, though not necessarily the Germany to be.
But, until we have actually got that new Germany, we will not
desist, in the teeth of all libel and misrepresentation, from driving
home the truth, which the people of the world have never yet had
in its amplitude. If there is any further flinching from it, there is
not a monkey's chance of a better world. Militarism and crescendo^
here on a plate are the two keys to the awful story of Germany.
Hinc illae lacrimae. If we can help God, however humbly, to keep
those tears in future from the eyes of men, we shall not have laboured
and fought in vain.

LONDON, June 1941.

NOTE TO SECOND EDITION

by LORD VANSITTART

I NOTICE in papers like The Tribune and the New Statesman sug-
gestions that another anthology could be made of the sayings of good
Germans, or even of the bad men in other nations. I hope that
such a German anthology will be made. The bigger it is the better
will it demonstrate the disregard and contempt with which Germans
have hitherto treated good advice and steadfastly followed the worst.
That is my whole point, and the more good and rejected advice the
Tribune and the New Statesman can produce, the more grateful I
shall be for the demonstration. What matters, in fact, is not what
people say but what people do. What Germans have said in Thus
Spake Germany is important because this is what they have done.
The anthology of good sayings will have the full significance of failure.
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